
 REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING
October 21, 2025
CITY HALL
121 S. MERIDIAN


Mayor Truman called the  regular council meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. with the following members present: Ronald Colbert, Robert Wilson, Amy Reid, Ben Anderson, Gina Gregory, Dale Kerstetter and Matt Stamm. 

Members Absent:	Chris Evans

Staff Present:		Rodney Eggleston, Public Works Director
Jason Easley, Police Captain
Kyle Fiedler, Community Development Director
Barry Arbuckle, City Attorney
Clint Miller, Finance Director
Kristi Carrithers, City Clerk/HR Director
Brent Clark, City Administrator

Press present:		The Ark Valley News
			
APPROVAL OF AGENDA
Stamm moved to approve the agenda as presented, seconded by Kerstetter. Vote yea: unanimous. Motion carried.

ADMINISTRATION AGENDA – 
Wilson moved to approve the minutes of October 7, 2025, regular City Council meeting as presented, seconded by Reid. Vote yea: unanimous. Motion carried.  

PRESENTATIONS/PROCLAMATIONS – 
A. BLOOD DRIVE CHALLENGE-PARK CITY VS VALLEY CENTER
John Lehnherr, Park City Mayor, was presented with the Blood Drive Challenge trophy.  He reminded everyone that the true winners are the lives that are saved due to the generous donations from both communities.  Park City had one unit more than Valley Center.  The Valley Center Governing Body and City Administrator wore “I love Park City” shirts throughout the council meeting in recognition of Park City’s win.    

PUBLIC FORUM – None

APPOINTMENTS – None

OLD BUSINESS –
A. ORDINANCE 1435-25; U.P.O.C
Captain Easley presented Ordinance 1435-25; Uniform Public Offense Code for 2nd reading.
Kerstetter moved to adopt Ordinance 1435-25, amending Chapter 9.01 of the Valley Center Municipal Code and amendments thereto, for 2nd reading. Motion seconded by Gregory.  Vote aye: unanimous. Motion carried.

B. ORDINANCE 1435-25; S.T.O.
Captain Easley presented Ordinance 1436-25 to adopt the 2025 Standard Traffic Ordinance.
Anderson moved to adopt Ordinance 1436-25, amending Chapter 10.04, section 10 of the Valley Center Municipal Code and amendments thereto related to the Regulation of Traffic within the corporate limits of the City of Valley Center, Kansas, for 2nd reading. Seconded by Kerstetter.  Vote aye: unanimous. Motion carried.

C. ORDINANCE 1437-25; CITY WATER RESTRICTIONS
Public Works Director Eggleston presented Ordinance 1437-25 for 2nd reading. This establishes permanent spray irrigation and outdoor water use restrictions that follow the water restrictions implemented by the City of Wichita.    
Stamm moved to approve for 2nd reading Ordinance 1437-25 which sets permanent outdoor water restrictions for the City of Valley Center. Second by Gregory.  Vote aye: unanimous. Motion carried.

NEW BUSINESS- 
A. [bookmark: _Hlk86928317]DAR-WREATHS ACROSS AMERICA REQUEST
Pam Brillhart, Veterans Wreaths Across America Chair requested a donation to purchase Remembrance Wreaths to be placed on graves on each of the 51 veterans buried in the Valley Center Cemetery. She also requested permission for a ceremony to be held on December 13th.  She also thanked Neal Owings and his department for placing the bench honoring Pam Porter at Veteran’s Park.  
Colbert thanked Ms. Brillhart and the DAR chapter for all their work.  Kerstetter asked if funding is in the budget.  Miller reported that the funds in Community Development are spent, but other departments will have funds available.  Brillhart stated that other funding sources are local businesses, individual donations, the Veteran’s group and DAR donations.  The Boy Scouts have been a tremendous organization in placing and removing all the wreaths.  
[bookmark: _Hlk210891977]Gregory moved to approve donation to DAR for Wreaths Across America in the amount of $500.00. Motion seconded by Kerstetter.  Vote yea: unanimous.  Motion Carried. 

B. APPROVAL OF CONTRACT – WASTE CONNECTIONS
[bookmark: _Hlk206676058]Hershel West, Waste Connections presented a proposed contract with Waste Connections. He explained that Waste Connections is proposing to negotiate a new ten (10) year agreement with the City of Valley Center. The proposed rate of $17.56 per month will be guaranteed for the first three (3) years.
That is a proposed reduction of .31 cents per month and will equate out to savings of over $106,000 during the term of the 10-year contract. These totals do not include the $1.05 administrative fee that the city charges per month.  Anderson verified that the bulk coupon for waste is continuing.  Reid asked why in the contract that roll out service costs extra for our seniors and disabled.  West stated that it should be the same price and that will be corrected.  
Stamm moved to approve a new ten (10) year agreement with Waste Connections. The proposed rate of $17.56 per month will be guaranteed for the first three (3) years with limits to rates increase in years 4-10 and authorize Mayor to sign. Colbert seconded the motion.  Vote aye: Unanimous. Motion carried.

C. APPROVAL OF BID- AMBER RIDGE
[bookmark: _Hlk205884825][bookmark: _Hlk205884757]Samantha Ghareeb, SEH, presented bid tab for the Amber Ridge Phase I Development. The recommendation is to award bid to Prado Construction, LLC with the lowest qualified bid of $1,819,969.75.  Kerstetter asked where this development is located.  Ghareeb stated that it is the original Trail’s End, Phase II.  
[bookmark: _Hlk212489738]Wilson moved to award the bid for the Amber Ridge Phase I project to Prado Construction, LLC in the amount of $1,819,969.75 and authorize Mayor to sign.  Gregory seconded the motion.  Vote aye: unanimous. Motion carried.

D. ORDINANCE 1438-25; AUTHORIZING ISSUANCE OF GENERAL OBLIGATION BONDS SERIES 2025-1
[bookmark: _Hlk205884993]Garth Hermann, Gilmore and Bell presented the bid tab for the General Obligation Bond Sale.  Five bids were received. Recommendation is to award bid to Janney Montgomery Scott LLC with a 3.40% interest rate. He explained the process. Following motion to accept bid, Council will need to take action to approve Ordinance 1438-25, authorizing the issuance of General Obligation Bonds, series 2025-1. This authorizes the levy and collection of an annual tax for the purpose of paying the principal of and interest on said bonds.
Gregory moved to accept bid from Janney Montgomery Scott LLC and authorize Mayor and City Clerk to execute the bid form selling the bonds. Stamm seconded the motion. Vote aye: unanimous. Motion carried.
Reid moved to waive first reading of Ordinance 1438-25 and approve Ordinance authorizing the issuance of General Obligation Bonds, Series 2025-1 providing for the levy and collection of annual tax to pay principal and interest. Anderson seconded the motion.  Vote aye: Unanimous Motion carried.

E. RESOLUTION 802-25; GO BONDS SERIES 2025-1 
[bookmark: _Resolution_802-25][bookmark: NEW_BUSINESS][bookmark: E.__RESOLUTION_802-25;_GO_BONDS_SERIES_2][bookmark: _bookmark0][bookmark: _Hlk212659441]Following approval of Ordinance 1438-25, Council approved Resolution 802-25, which prescribes the form and details of and authorizes and directs the sale and delivery of G.O. Bonds, Series 2025-1.
Kerstetter moved to adopt Resolution 802-25, which prescribes the form and details of and authorizes and directs the sale and delivery of G.O. Bonds, Series 2025-1. Stamm seconded the motion.  Vote aye: unanimous. Motion carried
F. [bookmark: _Hlk201307580][bookmark: _Hlk97111003]ORDINANCE 1439-25; AUTHORIZING ISSUANCE OF TAXABLE GENERAL OBLIGATION BONDS SERIES 2025-2
Garth Hermann presented the bid tab for the taxable General Obligation Bond Sale. Four bids were received. The recommendation is to award bid to Bernardi Securities, Inc. with a 4.61% interest rate. Hermann explained that following motion to accept bid, Council will need to take action to approve Ordinance 1439-25, authorizing the issuance of Taxable General Obligation Bonds, series 2025-2. This authorizes the levy and collection of an annual tax for the purpose of paying the principal of and interest on said bonds.
Wilson moved to accept bid from Bernardi Securities Inc. and authorize Mayor and City Clerk to execute the bid form selling the bonds.  Motion seconded by Kerstetter.  Vote aye: unanimous. Motion carried.
Reid moved to waiver first reading of Ordinance 1439-25 and approve Ordinance which authorizes the issuance of General Obligation Bonds, Series 2025-2 providing for the levy and collection of annual tax to pay principal and interest. Motion seconded by Wilson. Vote aye: unanimous. Motion carried.
[bookmark: _Hlk208236828]
G. RESOLUTION 803-25; GO BONDS SERIES 2025-2
Following approval of Ordinance 1439-25, Council approved Resolution 803-25, which prescribes the form and details of and authorizes and directs the sale and delivery of G.O. Bonds, Series 2025-2.
Stamm moved to adopt Resolution 803-25, which prescribes the form and details of and authorizes and directs the sale and delivery of G.O. Bonds, Series 2025-2. Kerstetter seconded the motion.  Vote aye: unanimous. Motion carried

H. APPROVAL OF CHANGE ORDER #2 FOR SENECA STREET PROJECT
Public Works Director Eggleston presented Change Order #2 for the Seneca Street project. Eggleston explained that it was discovered that the 12-inch waterline running north & south was found to be approximately 3’ farther to the east than where it was marked. This puts the waterline in conflict with bridge construction. The amount of the change order is $24,875.00.
Wilson moved to approve Change Order #2 from Wildcat Construction for the Seneca Street project. The change order amount is $24,875.00, resulting in a new contract price of $4,866,975.79 and authorizing the mayor to sign.  Motion seconded by Kerstetter.  Vote aye: unanimous. Motion carried.

I. RESOLUTION 801-25; VACATE PORTION OF “A” NOW PARK STREET
City Attorney Arbuckle presented for approval Resolution 801-25.  This is the final step to vacate a portion of “A” street now Park Street.
Reid moved to approve Resolution 801-25 confirming Ordinance 1431-25 vacating a portion of “A” Street, now Park Street.  Motion seconded by Anderson.  Vote aye: unanimous. Motion carried.

J. SEARCH COMMITTEE REPORT
Council President Anderson reported that Finance Director Miller and City Clerk/HR Director Carrithers will serve as co-interim city administrator pending search and hiring of new administrator. 

K. COUNCIL DISCUSSION REGARDING RESIDENCY REQUIREMENT
Mayor Truman opened council discussion regarding a residency requirement for new city administrator.  There is currently no Ordinance that says they must, although it has been written in contract.  He stated that he has talked with several individuals that are interested but are concerned about residency.  Anderson reminded Council that they are the body that makes decisions on budget and tax levy not the C.A.  Stamm raised a point asking if we want the “Best” or the “Best that will move into the city”  Kerstetter began discussion that if a candidate is moving from outside the area, he would like them to be a resident.  If they are not willing to re-locate, they should be within 30 minutes of Valley Center.  Cobert stated he was against allowing them to not reside within the city limits due to an emergency situation that might arise.  
Anderson moved to not have a residency requirement but a residency area requirement will be negotiated in contact.   Motion seconded by Gregory  Vote aye: Wilson, Reid, Anderson, Gregory, Kerstetter, Stamm.  Opposed: Colbert Motion carried.

L. EXECUTIVE SESSION; CONSULTATION WITH ATTORNEY DEEMED PRIVILEGED.
[bookmark: _Hlk212198703]Gregory made a motion for Council to recess into executive session for discussion with attorney deemed privileged.  Session to include Councilmember, Mayor, City Attorney and HR Director.  The open meeting will resume in the City Council Chamber in 10 minutes.  Kerstetter seconded the motion.  Vote aye: unanimous. Motion carried.
Executive session began at 8:11pm
Mayor called meeting back to order at 8:21pm.  Gregory stated that no official action was taken.

CONSENT AGENDA 
A. APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE – OCTOBER 21, 2025
B. ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT BOARD MINUTES-OCTOBER 8, 2025
C. TREASURER REPORT JUNE 2025
D. CHECK RECONCILIATION JUNE 2025
E. REVENUE AND EXPENSE REPORT JUNE 2025
F. QUARTER 3 TRASURER’S REPORT
G. VALLEY CENTER PUBLIC LIBRARY REPORTS
Kerstetter moved, seconded by Stamm, to approve the Consent Agenda as presented. Vote Yea:  Unanimous. Motion carried.

STAFF REPORTS
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR FIEDLER
Introduced Sabrina Young as the Community Development Assistant.  She processed 211 permits in September and has processed 300+ to date in October.  

FINANCE DIRECTOR MILLER
Reported on the recent hail damage to City vehicles and building roofs.  

CITY CLERK/HR DIRECTOR CARRITHERS
Thanked Administrator Clark for his years of service.  She worked alongside him for over 6 years and has learned a great deal during this time.

CITY ADMINISTRTOR CLARK
Shared an updated concept for the lot on Main Street.  It is just a concept, but it does incorporate more green space.  
Thanked the elected officials that he has had the privilege to work with.  Also thanked the staff with the city and the department heads.  He stated that Valley Center is his family’s home and cares deeply for the community.  

GOVERNING BODY REPORTS – 
MAYOR TRUMAN
Reported that he attended the LKM conference last week and went to many informative workshops.  Noted that Nick Banning, Sam Burkholder and Kristi Carrithers will be receiving recognition for longevity.  Stated that Administrator Clark has been the best he has worked with.  

COUNCILMEMBER COLBERT
Colbert thanked Clark for his time and stated it’s been a pleasure working with you.

COUNCILMEMBER WILSON
Has worked with Clark for five years.  Growth has not always been easy, but it was worth it.

COUNCILMEMBER REID
Stated that she has been knocking on doors in her ward and citizens would like roads taken care of.  There is also issue with construction trash not being picked up.  
She thanked Anderson for being patient and answering her questions when she was newly appointed to Council.

COUNCILMEMBER ANDERSON
Clark is definitely leaving the City better than before he arrived.

COUNCILMEMBERS GREGORY, KERSTETTER AND EVANS
Good luck and thank you.

Stamm moved to adjourn, second by Kerstetter. Vote Yea: Unanimous. 

ADJOURN -  

The meeting adjourned at 8:40 PM.


                                                           ______________________________________________ 
          		                                     Kristi Carrithers, City Clerk



